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TOM MCCLAIN

February 25, 1976

Lieutenant General Vernon Walters
Deputy Director

Central Intelljigence Agency
Washington, D.%.

Dear General Wélters:

-Please forgive my delay in formally letting you
know how much your visit to Houston was appreciated.
Although my flashfires are not as global and significant
as yours, they required my attention nonetheless.

I am one man who sincerely thanks you on behalf on
our group. Never before has a speaker generated so much
interest, radiated so much confidence and, unfortunately,
been so castigated by press coverage.

The enclosed article appeared in one of our local
papers. I trust you believe me when I tell you extreme
dissatisfaction was expressed by me to both newspapers
for the manner in which your speech was reported. Here-
with too, I hope you will let me know if you are to speak
in Houston again. I promise I will personally do what
I can to see that you receive accurate coverage.

Again, thanking you very much, I am,

Sincerely yours,

(ol

Tom McClain
™ :kme
Encl.
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Houston Chronicle

'~ 6 January 1976
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Agency thcml Says Here

' The deputy director of the “Central =~ Walters said congressxonal mvestxga-
Intelhuence Agency (CIA) said here tors are charging us “with things-that .
today ‘that recent congressional mvestxga- happened in the 1950s and 1960s.” .
tions of the agency Walters spoke at a meeting of the
were “like rum- Executwe Breakfast Club,.-a group bf
g through the businessmen, at Stouffers Hotel.-
iage of history” Wa ters refused 1o answer questxons
and have the poten- from reporters. -
. tial . of damagmg- He' conceded .that the CIA’ had been
“the nation’s intelli- involved in the planning of assassinations
gence operations. and experiments with drugs and poisoi-
The deputy

ous toxins. Sl
. He noted, however, that the mvestxga-
director, Vernon - A,

" . Walters, however,

tions showed no evidence ‘that any {
pl%xlllned aﬁsassmbitéons were ca;(mid ouls.d

said the CIA “will ere have n “some. kooks a

’“‘c’lethwnl’.? the nuts” in the CIA and overzeal and

: e misjudgments by agents of the CIA since

investigations  be- . the agency was organized 27 years ago,

cause the United - WALTERS Walters said.

States requires that its intelligence arm  “But they've been very. few and far

be responsxble to elected representatxves between,” he said.
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Dear Mc. McClain,

I certainly will pass along to General Walters
your warm words of appreciation for his visit., He
is a marvelous officer and has done an awful lot
for this Agency.

Thank you for writing.

Yours very truly,

STATINTL
George Bush
HBr. Tom McClain
STAT
DCI/GB/kgt/1 March 1976
Distribution:
Orig - Addressee

1 - DDCI w/copy of basic

~+- DCI w/basic

1 - ER w/copy of basic .
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February 25, 1976

Mr. George Bush

Director,

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Bush,

Recently Lieutenant/General Vernon Walters spoke
before the Executive Breakfast Club of Houston, of
which I am the President.

General Walters is to be commended on the excell-
ent manner in which he both explained the functions of
the Central Intelligence Agency and fielded questions
following his speech. Unfortunately, the coverage
afforded him by both of our local newspapers left a
great deal to be desired; indeed; it was possibly
even deplorable.

Your selection and confirmation to your new position
is, I'm sure, an acknowledgement of accomplishment
which many recognize. I believe you will agree that
acceptance of an obligation is only fully understood
by the man who fulfills that obligation. So I take
this opportunity to extend the good wishes of one man
to another.

~hiease let General Walters know his visit to Houston
Was apprecilatéd. ™ e s i e, s,

it e A el
ey

Thanking you, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Il

Tom McClain

TM:kme
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15 Januaxry 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Executive Breakfast Club Apology for Newspaper Article
on D/DCI Talk .

1. On 7 January 1976 Mr, Tom McClain, President Executive

N Breakfast Club, telephoned| ] _ | MriTHECLain
asked this office to convey to Lieutenant General Vernon Walters, Deputy
Director of Central Iatelligence, McClain's sincere apology for the type
of newspaper ecoverage given the General's talk to the Executive Break-
fast Club. Mr. McClain specifically mentioned the article appearing in

~ the 6 January 1976 editions of the Houston Chronicle as distorting the
thrust and substance of the talk., Mr. McClain stated he had telephoned
the Houston Chronicle to complain about the article and he was deter-
mined to pursue the matter until the Chronicle prints another, more
balanced report of the talk, '

2. As of 13 January 1976 no such article had appeared in the
Houston Chronicle, . :

STATINTL

? - © Attachments ' :
Copy of 6 January 1976 Houston Chronicle article

! ' ' . STAT
i ces : - _ :
§ ﬁ7UTTIEE‘UI‘tHE‘DUPB!y_DITEELOr of Central Intelligence
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HOUSTON CHRONICLE

6 January 1976
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The deputy director of {he Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) said here
today that recent congressiohal investiga-

garbage of history”
and have the poten-
tial of damaging
the nation’s intelli-
gence operations.
The deputy
director, Vernon A.
Wallers, however,
said the CIA “will

live with” the
investigations  be-

SR i R e iy |

-cause the United  WALTERS

States requires that its intelligence arm
be re%ponbxble io elected representatxves
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cial Seﬁys Here

Walters said congressional invesliga-
tors are charging us “with things that
happend in the 1950s and 1350s.”

Walters spoke at a meeting of the
Execuiive Breakfast Ciub, a group of
young businessmen, af Stoufer’s Holel.

Walters refused {o answer quesuons
from reporters.

He conceded that the CIA had Dheen -
involved in the planning of assassinalions
and experiments with drugs and pmson-
ous toxins.

He noted, however, that the mvcshga-
tions showed no evidence that any
planned assassinations were carried oul,

There bave been ‘‘some kooks aid
nuts” in the CIA and overzeal and
misjudgments by agents of the CIA sinte’
the agency was organized 27 years ago,
Walters said.

“But they’re been very few and far
between,” he sald .
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